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2507.1
Opening Remarks


There were no declarations of interest.
The meeting is being recorded.
2507.2
Apologies for Absence


Paul Tudge

2507.3
Minutes of 3rd March 2026 Meeting 2506
(i)
Ratification



Proposed: TB; Seconded: CJP – Agreed 


(ii)
Matters Arising & Actions



No actions or matters arising.
2507.4
Treasurers Report
Adjusted Year end accounts had been sent out and were now ready to take forward to the AGM.
One part that is worth highlighting is the admin allocation on the last page, with the membership fees, it has ended up with a positive amount to take back to the disciplines. As long as costs stay the same then this should continue to be the case.

CB has a list of the people who have not re-joined, he will send out reminders.

JCM – at the weekend some people asked about renewals, some say they are members but not paid a renewal fee.

CB – those that have not paid an up-to-date fee are those that joined in October – December 2025, the rest will have had to pay the fee.

NJW has been sending a link out to those who want to be in the rankings and their scores to count, and it seems to be working.

MDR was given authority to send the accounts to the AGM attendees in advance of the meeting.

2507.5
AOB
(a) DJ – UT always seem to be in the red. The levies need to be increased and more selection shoots needed in his opinion.
PA – whilst he has been on the Board UT has always struggled.  The Europeans are in July by which time there will have been 3 selection shoots. UT sits in between everything else in Trap, most want to go to OT. Some are happy to shoot as individuals rather than be in the team

EJB – he agrees with DJ and has had talks with PA, more shoots in the discipline will not work, 4 is about right. Increase the levy or raffles might be the answer. They are trying to fathom it out, perhaps the answer is to stop contributions to teams or increase the entry fee.

PA – he has done some calculations on the scores at home and abroad, looking at the averages at the Europeans and Worlds.  No-one in GB has shot above their GB average abroad.  Perhaps the answer is to go back to MCS. The Ladies were 14 targets adrift; the gap was not so bad for the other categories.
PA questioned whether we should send teams abroad if they are not likely to medal.

EJB – people will want their contributions and won’t want to pay their own way.

DJ suggested reducing the 200 bird shoots to 100 birds with 6 shoots.

PA – Most expect 200 targets as that is what they shoot abroad. Last year there was an average of 80+ entries per shoot.
DJ suggested a £25 levy on each entry which would bring in £8000.

NJW - £108 entry fee is not enough if it includes prize money.  He suggested an entry fee of £108 with no prize money and they pay extra on the day if they want to enter the prize fund or put entry fee up to £120.

EJB – entry fees have been kept too low to try to make it affordable for shooters. PA has a big decision to make.

PJC queried whether putting £20 on the entry fee and paying good prizes would attract a bigger entry.

EJB – the entry fee has not been inflated in relation to anything else.  A target only or competition option could be offered.

MC – suggested splitting the 200-bird shoot into 2 x 100 bird shoots. Extra entries could be taken on the Saturday and Sunday for those who only want to shoot 100 targets as a non-selected shooter.

PA – he believes we have too many disciplines in this country.  He and EJB have worked very hard and trying to split them would make it harder.

EJB – he didn’t think UT shooters would like it, perhaps PA should look at more fundraisers e.g. a raffle at each shoot.

PJC asked EJB if they tried to resurrect the UT BGP at Nuthampstead, whether that would attract more entries.

EJB felt people were more likely to be attracted by cash, 

DJ wondered whether keeping the EO/BGP/UK as 200 birds and put in an extra couple of 100 bird shoots would help.

PA confirmed he went to Rome last year to experience what went on.

TB did not think that 100 bird shoots would be financially viable as it would disproportionately increase member costs..

PA – leave things as they are for this year and think about 2027.

(b) JCM – the losses for FSP last year were due to not enough shoots and lack of participation.  The shoot at Sporting Targets only had 50% capacity.  Blyton was a success. There has just been the first shoot at Ian Coley’s ground, that was full to capacity.  There will be five shoots this year plus one fundraiser with a £10 levy. Shooters pay on the day into a prize pot.

NJW – if the BGP hits the numbers then that could generate a lot of cash.

JCM – they have started looking at 2027 already, the Worlds are back at E J Churchills.

Referees are a major cost for FSP.


NJW – FSP has a hill to climb but they have a strategy. This years second shoot is full and the third filling up.

EB asked about a shoot in Scotland, this might be possible later in the year, a venue has yet to be sorted for the UK Championships.
(c) MC – a shooter in the Herts/Beds/Cambs area wrote to her MP about the delay in her shotgun certificate renewal.  He was told by the Licensing authority there was nothing he could do.    
EJB – they have just employed 29 new firearms officers, but priority is being given to new applications not renewals.

(d) NJW – We need to review the Articles of Association and the policy documents and update them to relevant times. GDPR is a set thing, so we do not need a policy for that, we just need to work within the rules, which we do. The data must be protected and not given to anyone who asks for it.


2507.6
  Date of Next Meetings – all via zoom.
AGM at 19.30 hours and post AGM meeting immediately following the AGM.


Meeting Closed: 18.01 hours.
Chairman’s Signature:
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